Woodcrest Church

2008 Top Five Objectives

Personal Spiritual Growth
The Christian faith is a journey not a destination.  There is no one on this side of heaven that can say, “I have arrived.”  There are always areas in which we can grow in faith and knowledge and allow God to mold our hearts to be more like his.  With this end in mind we will seek to create a culture of personal discipleship.  This will be accomplished through: 

· Communicating to the entire church family a new learning model to develop fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ

· Developing a spiritual fitness diagnostic tool to help individuals determine growth opportunities in their faith journey and the tools they need to help them take those next steps

· Raising up leaders to facilitate accountability groups and mentoring opportunities through new and existing ministries

· Promoting the importance of spiritual disciplines through educational opportunities and tools that assist in the personal development of spiritual disciplines such as fasting, studying, journaling, solitude, celebration, worship, and prayer

· Supplementing the teaching ministry with study guides that allow for further individual study

Pete Parker*, Ben Gores, Randy Chall, Bob Dettmer, Rob Tunell, John Ferlita

For information on contributing to this objective please contact Pete at pete.parker@woodcrestchurch.org 

* Team Leader

Reaching Out To Others

When most Christians hear the word “evangelism” they develop flu like symptoms, however reaching out to others in the name of Christ does not have to be a terrifying experience.  In order to reach out to our community with the love of Christ we will provide creative and tangible opportunities to reach out to those who do not have a personal faith relationship with Jesus.  This will be accomplished through:

· Offering the “Discovering My Mission” class throughout the year and through a summer preaching series 

· Designating a week of service for the community through Church without Walls in the weeks following Easter

· Hosting a community carnival this fall as a key entry point outreach opportunity to encourage Woodcrest individuals and families to invite their unchurched friends

· Equip families to host a neighborhood gathering during the Christmas season

Karen Palmquist*, Steve Olson*, Dave Waldoch

For information on contributing to this objective please contact Karen at karen.palmquist@woodcrestchurch.org 

Helping People Discover Opportunities For Service
As Christ followers we are never more like Jesus than when we serve others through the spiritual gifts and natural abilities that God has uniquely given to each one of us.  In an effort to develop fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ we will seek to help people discover how God has uniquely shaped them for ministry and help connect those individuals to ministries where there gifts are fully utilized.  This will be accomplished through:

· Recruiting and training additional SHAPE mentors starting in the Spring

· Creating increased awareness of the SHAPE ministry specifically during the launch of the new ministry season in the Fall 

· Developing a communication plan focusing on the benefits of service that will be launched in September

· Refine and update the ministry job database in order to accurately communicate the full range of ministry opportunities that are available

Jerry Schommer*, Joshua Kirsch, Deb Nutting, Nathan Spears

For information on contributing to this objective please contact Joshua at joshua.kirsch@woodcrestchurch.org 

Parenting Resources

When it comes to our children research confirms what we know to be true in our 

hearts:  parents are the single greatest influence to determine what type of men and women our children and teenagers will grow up to be.  In order to maximize this tremendous potential we will seek to equip and empower parents to realize the vision they have for their sons and daughters to become men and women of God.  This will be accomplished by:

· Utilizing Parenting focus groups to identify the felt needs of parents in our community in the Spring

· Providing spiritual growth tools in order for parents to train their children

· Offering a “Parenting for Real Life” seminar in April or May

· Developing a parenting support group in the Fall

· Creating avenues for experienced parents to mentor younger parents

Darla Benjamin*, Robert Bosfield, Joshua Kirsch, Ben Gores

For information on contributing to this objective please contact Darla at darla.benjamin@woodcrestchurch.org 

Expanding Space For Ministries

Once we were all new comers to Woodcrest and someone saved us a seat, or extended a hand, invited us to join a small group, and ensured that we felt welcome.  Now it is our turn to do the same for others who are looking for a church home like Woodcrest where they will feel welcome and have the opportunity to grow spiritually.  One of the most vital ways in which we can welcome people is by ensuring that there is adequate space for children, students, and adults when visitors walk through our doors.  This year the Generations building campaign will seek to:

· Continue dialogue with the bank to secure financing

· Continue to provide up to date information regarding campaign progress and raise awareness of the on going needs 

· Explore creative options for raising money toward the campaign

· Establish a firm target date to begin construction

Pete Parker*, John Ferlita

For information on contributing to this objective please contact Pete at pete.parker@woodcrestchurch.org 

